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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Happy New Year 2009!

| 6ve heard s o mhaesglutiordi thisf e r e

year, that | have decided to go with resolutions
for my first newsletter.

It 6s not

you who hold them dear, but for me, they just
dondét wor k.

When | was in graduate school, one of my
professors asked us to write down on a sheet of
paper three goals that we wanted to accomplish

in the course of the semester. The goals could be
academic, professional, or personal. We could go
into as much or as little detail as we wanted, but
we had to be honest with ourselves. Once our
goals were identified, she asked that we further
explore how the accomplishment of these goals
might intersect, connect, or diverge from the

goals and objectives of the class we were ta king.

Then she gave us each an envelope and told us
to put our goal envelop somewhere inside the
pages of our 800+ page course text. Every two
or three weeks throughout the term, she would
ask us to take out the envelop, read through our
goals, and spend f ive minutes reflecting (in
writing) on our efforts to meet one of our goals.

Why am | telling you about this little goal
exercise? Well, | still write little goals for myself
for a day, a week, a month, or a semester.
Making a year -long promise to myself to smile
more, be more assertive, exercise more, eat less,
or carpool daily is less effective than setting small
manageable goals over the course of a day or a
week. Call three family members by Thursday.
Spend Tuesday and Thursday night of this week
work ing on TexTESOL Il projects or duties. Read
through and mark five essays before the end of
the day.

So, what are the small manageable goals that |
hope TexTESOL Il will set for itself in the coming
months? As the president of TexTESOL I,
should | be making these goals all by myself?
Probably not. The board has come up with some
short -term goals to be accomplished in the
coming three months. A few of these that will be
discussed in the January meeting are to:

because | believe
because | donodt . | mean no
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1 Reuvisit the bylaws; Revise Article VI, 3 -9;
1 Decide on a site for the 2011 TexTESOL state
conference;

1 Fill one of the vacant board positions by the
end of January;

T Explore coll aboration wit

i n LahghagerEducabian fprognara ant their spring

di srcenfeegrce.t t o t hose of

M Discuss how TexTESOL Il members can
become involved in professional development
events throughout central Texas (through
various organizations);

However, the board alone does not constitute
TexTESOL Ill. YOU are TexTESOL lll, and your
voice needs to be heard. Write us and tell us
what we can do to support you in your workplace
and in the growth of your career as a TESOL
professional. What short -term goals or ideas do
you have that might inspire the TexTESOL Il
board? Here are some ideas to consider:

1 How <can TexTESOL Il support your
professional development as teachers,
administrators, and students?

1 Would you like to see TexTESOL Il offer one -
time grant awards ($25.00, $50.00, $100.00,
$150.00) to promote teaching and learning in
your classroom? If you were awarded a grant,
how would you use the money?

1 Would you like TexTESOL Il to organize and
present professional development sessions
throughout the year that are focused on
teaching/learning a particular skill (e.g.

listening) rather than having a one -day fall
conference? Would you like to see both these
options?

1 Would you like to see the joint membership
between TexTESOL Il and TESOL continue?

1 How can TexTESOL Il more effectively
communicate to its membership, especially
those members in Navarro, Waco, Del Rio,
and San Angelo?

1 Would you consider writing a letter in the
spring newsletter?

Finally, let us hear from you in the coming
months so that your ideas can be part of our
agendal!
Linda MUNOZ
TexTESOL Ill President
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Call for Newsletter Submissions

Do you have some thoughts on the teaching of English to|
speakers of other languages? Do you have personal stori
share that are related to TESOL issues? Do you have hel
tips for other TESOLers? If you do, pleaseicen submitting
an article to TexTESOL Il Newsletter. Submission deadli

Submission Publication
3/15 4/15

6/15 7/15

9/15 10/15
12/15 1/15

Visit www.textesol.org/region3/textesol3submiss.faml
submission types and guidelines.
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DelegateAt-Large ~ Secondary Education
[20082010]

Hilary Lockhart (bio pending)
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Delegate-At-Large ~Higher Education/Intensive
English Programs[20052009]

Dr. Rosemary Rubino is currently an Assistant
Professor at St. Edwar do
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Delegate At-Large~Adult
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Alex Baez MA, is a professional development
trainer, former ESOL adult/college teacher, and past
president of TexTESOL Ill. She is currently the
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Webmaster [200€010]
Nancy Meredith

TexTESOL Ill has now a blog for
members at
http://ttmembers.blogspot.com
All members are invited to post to
the blogz just email

webmaster@textesol.org

to receive an invitation to post.

When you get the invitation, follow
the instructions to sign in, click
post, and share!

venttiies

Building Community in Adult ESL

Discovering Fiction

[T

THIRD EDITION

TOUCHSTONE

Contact your local sales rep
Vincent DiBlasi
800-580-3711 / vdiblasi@cambridge.org
www.cambridge.org/esl
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PAST EVENTS

WE DID IT!

TexTESOL Il
2008 Regional Conference

WAS A SUCCESS!

THANK YOU for attending TexTESOL 11l 2008 Regional Conference, which was a great success | Please give
your candid feedback regarding TexTESOL IIl 2008 Regional Conference by completing the online survey

which is available on TexTESOL Il official webpage at www.textesol.org/region3. Your feedback on this

event is very important to us and will ai d in planning the 2009 conference. The deadline to complete the

survey is January 19.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

THE 43 ™ ANNUAL TESOL CONVENTION AND EXHIBIT (TESOL 2009)
Denver, Colorado, USA
March 26 -28, 2009

You can sign up

ADenver is sh t_opresen_tata
up to be a truly . = o - time that is
great convention & e ' /\ _ : -T__ i i‘ convenient for
you will ot be JHCHIRTEDD NN you. Come

our internationally _
renowned plenary impromptu, but
speakers and do participate.
outstanding featured The Denver
conference

speakers to our -
venue is large

disappointed. From 4 ﬂ / ” G‘NE,W P m \“&\\ ' F;:E:ri?d or

colloquia, |
demonstrations, and spacious
discussion groups, and can
papers, poster TEACHERS OF ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES, INC. accommodate
sessions, reports, the large
numbers of

workshops, video
theatre sessions,
and our new and we are

exciting experimental formats, this convention expec tl_ng. Make
holds something for every TESOL educator. your.travel plans today. You do not want to miss .
Those of you who are not making formal this great experience.o
presentations can participate as informal ~ Gertrude Tinker Sachs
presenters at our storytelling and p oetry corners. Convention Program Chair 2009

attendees that

Further information available at: ht tp://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/convention2009/
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LITERACY DAY AT THE CAPITOL
Feb. 12, 2009

Rally on South Steps, 11:00am!

Speakers include : Where: First Baptist Church: 901 Trinity St.,
Senator Florence Shapiro downtown Austin _ _
Chair, Senate Education Committee Ample parking available in capitol

building parking, 3 blocks north of the

Representative Rob  Eissler
church.

Chair, House Public Education Committee

Mayor Susan Narvaiz Who: Adult literacy students are joined by
City of San Marcos advocates, teachers, and other literacy
stakeholders from throughout the

When: state. Literacy Day at the Capitol not

Thursday, February 12, 2009 only to empowers students to

9:00 - at First Baptist Church, advocacy participate in the legislative process,

training for participants but also forwards an incredibly

10:30 - march to the Capitol for group visits important issue in the Texas State

with legislative off ices Legislature.

11:00 - rally on the steps of the Capitol

12:15 - lunch and debriefing at First Baptist Why: The time is right!

Church

TEXAS FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION CONFERENCE
TexFLEC 2009 , April 3 -4
Austin, TX

Technology, Interaction, and Second Language Learners in the 21 st

Foreign Language Education program conference is to provide both practitioners

at the University of Texas at Austin is and researchers at all academic levels with a
happy to announce upcoming TexFLEC forum for the discussion of research, theory
which will be held in April 3 -4. T his and practice and encourage critical thinking
year , TEXFLEC focuses on interaction, and interdisciplinary research in the fields of
technology and second language Second/Fore ign Language Education, Second
learners. The co re goal of the Language Acquisition and Applied Linguistics.

Further information is available at http://studentorgs.utexas.edu/flesa/texflec09.html
Call for proposals:  http://studentorgs.utexas.edu/flesa/Call_Sub.htm
Submission guides:  http://studentorgs _.utexas.edu/flesa/Submission.htm



http://studentorgs.utexas.edu/flesa/texflec09.html
http://studentorgs.utexas.edu/flesa/Call_Sub.htm
http://studentorgs.utexas.edu/flesa/Submission.htm

Ready, Set, Go!

PART 1: dialogue for students to practice; PART 2:
conversation topic  strips; a metronome works well to

hel p demonstrate fAfasto, fAslowo,
Procedures

1. Select a dialogue that you would like the
students to practice in pairs or threes.

2. FIRST, have students read the dialogue aloud
as fast as possible. Tell them not to worry
about pronunciation or accuracy, merely to
move their mouths as fast as possible. Model
a fast pace for the students, without pauses.

3. SECOND, have students read the dialogue
aloud as slowly and accurately as possible.
Tell them to focus on exact pronunciation of
each word and think about t
involved as they read it. Model a slow pace for
the students, with pauses, over -enunciated,
and in fislndw moti o

4. THIRD, have students read the dialogue aloud
in what they consider a normal voice, not too
fast, not too slow. Remind students that they
are seeking a balance between fluency and
accuracy.

5. FOURTH, have each pair or group of students
draw a conversation topic that is similar to the
dialogue they just practiced. Ask students to
start having their own conversation, striving
to maintain the balance they just
practiced with the scripted dialogue.

SAY | T FAST, SAY
Objective
Practice speaking fluency and accuracy T GREAT FOR
ALL AGES!
Materials

| Katiein©Ryéchéb y

Contributor: Katherine Fouché is an ESL instru ctor at
ESL Services, UT Austin and also works independently

as an academic consultant. She can be contacted at
kfouche@austin.utexas.edu

he

www.lessonwriter.com

and fibal ancedo.
grammar thatoés
by Kathy Najafi

Weaving Webs:

LessonWriter is a FREE web application that allows you
to create lesson plans and instructional materials for
teaching English language skills from ANY reading
material. It allows you to effortlessly and immediately
create a lesson plan and a lesson that is designed to
teach any, some, or all of the following skills in the
context of the passage:

1 Vocabulary

1 Grammar and Usage

1  Pronunciation

 Word roots and stems

LessonWriter helps teachers:
1 Savetime i lessons created in minutes
1 Creativity 1 teachers can choose difference
content to meet the interests and needs of
either individual students or groups of students
M Tracks classes 1 all lessons are permanently
recorde d fore easy and reliable reporting.
Thanks to Kathy Najafi (  knajafi2002@yahoo.com ) from
Houston for sharing this website!



mailto:kfouche@austin.utexas.edu
http://www.lessonwriter.com/
mailto:knajafi2002@yahoo.com

